
Women around the Messenger Sawdah and Aishah, may Allaah be 

pleased with them 

Sawdah and `Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with them, entered the life 

of the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, household after the death of 

Khadeejah, may Allaah be pleased with her. 

There is something that we would like to call the attention of the reader to 

here: The Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, never had another 

wife for almost two decades in which he was married to Khadeejah, may Allaah 

be pleased with her, neither before he was commissioned as a Prophet, 

sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, nor after that. But when he died, he left behind ten 

wives who are mothers of the faithful. 

Before talking about Sawdah and `Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with 

them, attention needs to be paid to Khawlah bint Hakeem, the woman whose 

deep faith and strong love for the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa 

sallam, spurred her into interfering in the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa 

sallam, private family affairs, and who played an excellent role in this regard. 

Khawlah was the wife of `Uthmaan ibn Math`oon. And both of them 

were among the first persons who embraced the call of Islam and whom Islam 

embraced. They lived for this call and it lived by them. Islam moved in their 

limbs and veins like blood. Even their hearts pulsed for the love of this heavenly 

religion. 

It was Khawlah who saw signs of deep sorrow in the lineaments of the 

Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, noble face, just like other female 

companions. But she was the bravest of them all and the most daring to ask the 

Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam. She said: "Messenger of 

Allaah, it seems you have been afflicted by want since the death of Khadeejah, 

may Allaah be pleased with her.”  The Prophet, sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, 

replied, “Yes, she was the mother of the household and the care-taker for the 

family.” 

  Khawlah, the experienced lady, out of love and compassion, observed the 

need of the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, noble household to 

someone who could fill the gap created by the death of Khadeejah, may Allaah 

be pleased with her. 



Khawlah employed her maturity, farsightedness and deep faith to peruse 

the psychological, social and momentary conditions of the Prophet, sallallaahu 

alayhi wa sallam. 

After sufficient study and reflection, she suggested marriage to the 

Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, telling him: "If you like, 

you can marry a matron and if you like you can marry a virgin, O' Messenger of 

Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam." So he asked her of the matron and the 

virgin and she replied that the matron was Sawdah bint Zam`ah and the virgin 

was `Aa`ishah daughter of Abu Bakr, who was the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi 

wa sallam, most beloved of all men. 

Perhaps, Khawlah suggested Sawdah who was a matron and experienced 

woman so that she could take care of the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa 

sallam, family and cater for his household, and suggested `Aa`ishah, may 

Allaah be pleased with her, who was a virgin and a young woman so his broken 

heart could be mended and serve as a way of strengthening the relationship 

between the Prophet, sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, and Abu Bakr, may Allaah 

be pleased with him. 

The Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, then told 

Khawlah, "Mention me to them." So Khawlah commenced her efforts and the 

efforts were successful in both proposals. 

The Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, married Sawdah, 

may Allaah be pleased with her, and consummated the marriage, but `Aa`ishah, 

may Allaah be pleased with her, was engaged to him because she was then too 

young for consummation of marriage. Thus did Sawdah, may Allaah be pleased 

with her, enter the household of the Prophet, sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, as 

one of the mothers of the faithful. 

Sawdah, may Allaah be pleased with her, was a widow. She started 

taking care of Umm Kulthoom and Fatimah and managing the affairs of the 

Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, household. She was very dark in 

complexion, slow and fat. But she had a clean heart and was one of the truthful 

believers. In spite of her being slow and fat, she was amiable and humorous, 

dispelling the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, worries with her 

humours, just like an essential and effective timely remedy. 



It was reported that one day she saw on the face of the Prophet, 

sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, paleness and distress and she told him jokingly, 

"O' Messenger of Allaah! I prayed behind you yesterday and you prolonged the 

prostration so long that I felt like having nose-bleeding." 

The Prophet, sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, then launched into a laughter 

that his molars were visible and his gloomy look disappeared. 

This is how Sawdah, may Allaah be pleased with her, spent her days and 

years, recognizing the limits of her status in this great household and striving 

covetously to be a mother of the faithful. This is the greatest position that she 

sought in her worldly life and she sought nothing beside that, especially since 

the Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, days and nights were shared among 

a number of women who were his noble wives. 

When Sawdah, may Allaah be pleased with her, started feeling that she 

was becoming a liability, she voluntarily gave up the day and night which the 

Prophet, sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, apportioned her to `Aa`ishah, may Allaah 

be pleased with her. 

There are reasons for choosing `Aa`ishah, may Allaah be pleased with 

her. She was her mate from the beginning and she was the most beloved of the 

Prophet's, sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam, wives. 

Sawdah, may Allaah be pleased with her, was a pious worshipper and a 

generous giver of charity, as `Aa`ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her, has 

described her. She was blessed with longevity that she lived into the caliphate of 

`Umar ibn Al-Khattaab, may Allaah be pleased with him, when she died and 

joined the High Companionship. 

Sawdah, may Allaah be pleased with her, left a clean mark within the 

period in which she lived in the household of the Prophet, sallallaahu alayhi wa 

sallam, that spanned thirteen years. She concluded that with the remaining years 

of her life in piety and worship. 

 

 

 

 


