
Hazrat Aisha RAD The Shameless Slander 

 

Rasūlullāh (saw) is Put Through Difficulty Regarding His Favourite - The 

Shameless Slander 

 

Just as we are witnessing today, the enemies of Islām resort to foul tactics when 

they fail on all other fronts to halt the progress of Islām. A glaring similarity 

between the enemy of yesterday who slandered ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) and the enemy of 

today who slanders her is that they are too hypocritical to state their enmity for 

Islām and Rasūlullāh (saw). Thus, behind different banners and veils, they launch 

attacks on Rasūlullāh (saw); sometimes by attacking the one who was most 

beloved to him, sometimes by attacking his successors and sometimes by mocking 

his teachings which were preserved by his noble companions (ram). 

 

Nonetheless, we present to you the details of the slander, all of which are reported 

from ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) herself. 

 

 A Prelude to the Incident 

 

Whenever Rasūlullāh (saw) intended to go out on a journey, he would draw lots 

between his wives. Whoevers name came out, he would take her along. Prior to 

one of the battles,
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 he drew lots between us and my name came out.  

 

 ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) Gets Left Behind 

 

Thus I went out (with Rasūlullāh (saw)) whilst being carried in a canopy, as the 

law of ḥijāb had been revealed. When the battle ended and we were returning to 

Madīnah, (after a pausing for a while)  Rasūlullāh (saw) announced at night that 

we will resume with the journey. At that moment, I stood up (to relieve myself) 

and walked until I was away from the entire army. After relieving myself, I headed 

back to my conveyance. However, I noticed that my necklace was missing, so I 

went to look for it.  
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In the meantime, those who were travelling with me were ready to go. They lifted 

my canopy and placed it on my camel, thinking that I was inside. They did not find 

it to be too light, as the women back then were quite thin (as they would eat very 

little food) and I was a young girl. They sent the camel forward and began 

travelling. On the other hand, I found my necklace and made my way back to the 

place where they were, but I found nobody there. I looked for the exact place 

where I was (before the departure) and thought to myself that they will realize my 

absence and return. Whilst sitting there, my eyes got the better of me and I fell 

asleep. 

 

 ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) is Rescued 

 

Ṣafwān ibn Muʿaṭṭal was travelling at a certain distance behind the army. As he 

was travelling, he saw the figure of a sleeping human, so he came to me. He 

recognized me upon seeing me, as he had seen me prior to the revelation of the law 

of ḥijāb, and he proclaimed, „to Allah we belong, and to Him is our return‟. When I 

heard him, I immediately woke up and covered my face with my jilbāb. By the 

oath of Allah, he did not say anything else until he made his camel sit and I 

mounted it. Thereafter, he began steering the camel until we reached the rest of the 

army.  

 

 The Hypocrites Seize the Opportunity 

 

Thereupon, some were destroyed (by starting and spreading the slander). The one 

who started the slander was Ibn Salūl.  

 

 ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) is Clueless Regarding the Slander 

 

After a while, we reached al-Madīnah. I was ill for an entire month after returning 

to al-Madīnah. The masses were getting involved in the speech of the slanderers 

but I knew nothing about it. However, I found it quite strange that Rasūlullāh (saw) 

was not showing me the affection that he would usually show me when I was ill. 

He would merely enter, greet me, ask „How are you?‟ and thereafter depart. This 

disturbed me but I did not think that anything evil was taking place. One day, when 



I felt a little better, I went out to the toilets accompanied by Umm Misṭaḥ, the 

maternal aunt of Abū Bakr (ra).  

 

Upon our return, she slipped and then said, „May Misṭaḥ be in difficulty!‟ I asked 

her, „How unpleasant is that which you are saying, are you saying cursing one who 

witnessed al-Badr?‟  She replied, „O you! Have you not heard what he said?‟ I 

asked, „What did he say?‟ She informed me of the entire slander, whereupon my 

sickness became severe. 

 

 ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) seeks permission to Go to Her Parents Home 

 

When I got to my house and Rasūlullāh (saw) came, he greeted and asked, “How 

are you?” I replied, „Will you allow me to go to my parents?‟ At that point, I 

wished to get confirmation of the story from them. Rasūlullāh (saw) granted me 

permission. Thus, I went to my parents. I asked my mother, “O my beloved 

mother, what are the people saying?” She replied, „My dear daughter, let it be easy 

upon you. By the oath of Allah, it is very rare that a beautiful woman is married to 

a man who loves her and has other wives who do not cause trouble for her.‟ I 

exclaimed, “Allah is free from all blemish! Are people really saying this?” I wept 

the entire night, without getting even a wink of sleep. I continued weeping during 

the day. 

 

 The Blessed Co-wives were Protected 

 

Rasulullāh (saw) would ask Zaynab bint Jaḥsh regarding my matter. She would 

reply, „I safeguard my hearing and my sight. I know nothing but good (regarding 

her).‟ She (Zaynab (ra)) was the one who would seek to be on an equal footing as 

me.  

 

 Usāmah and ʿAlī (rad) Save the Marriage 

 

Since revelation had not come down to Rasūlullāh (saw), he consulted ʿAlī ibn Abī 

Ṭālib and Usāmah ibn Zayd (rama) seeking their counsel as to whether he should 

divorce his wife.  



Usāmah (ra) replied, “O Rasūlullāh (she is) your wife, and we do not know 

anything (regarding her) but goodness.” ʿ 

 

Alī (ra), putting everything into perspective, replied, „Allah did not make things 

difficult for you. There are many other women besides her. Ask the slave-girl 

about her, she will tell you the truth.‟  

 

Rasūlullāh (saw) called Barirah (ra) – the slave-girl – and asked her, „O Bareerah, 

did you ever see anything that could have raised suspicion?‟  

She replied, “By the oath of the One who sent you with the truth, No. I have not 

seen anything in her that I dislike more severe than the fact that she is a young girl 

who sometimes sleeps while the dough for her family is left outside and then eaten 

by the goat.” 

 

 Rasūlullāh‟s (saw) Announcement 

 

On the very same day, Rasūlullāh (saw) stood up and announced, „O gathering of 

Muslims, who will relieve me of a man who has hurt me regarding my Ahl al-Bayt 

(family)? By the oath of Allah, I do not know except virtue regarding my family. 

Also, the man who they have accused is one who I have only known to be a good 

man. He would not enter the presence of my family except when he was with me.” 

 

 The Greatest Trials Afflict the Ambiyā, Followed by the Best After Them
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I continued weeping the entire day and night. Neither would my tears stop, nor 

would my eyes get any bit of sleep. My parents came to me, after two nights and a 

day of non-stop weeping, which was so severe that I thought my liver would burst 

on account of it. Whilst they were sitting with me, a lady from the Anṣār sought 

permission to enter and then sat with me. She also began weeping. Whilst we were 

in this condition, Rasūlullāh (saw) entered upon us greeted and took a seat It was 

the first time that he sat with me since the rumour started. An entire month passed, 

but no revelation was revealed regarding my matter. Thereafter, he recited the 

shahādatayn and said, „O ʿĀ‟ishah, such and such has reached me regarding you. 
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If you are innocent, Allah will prove your innocence, and if you committed the sin, 

then repent and turn to Allah. When a slave (of Allah) admits the sin and turns to 

Allah, Allah forgives him.‟ 

 

As soon as he ended his speech, my tears dried up, until I could not feel a single 

tear. I said to my father, „Respond to Rasūlullh (saw) regarding that which he said.‟ 

He replied, “Wallāh, I do not know what to say to Rasūlullāh (saw).” I then asked 

my mother, “Respond to Rasūlullh (saw)” She replied, “I do not know what to say 

to Rasūlullāh (saw).” Hence, I said (even though I was a young girl who would not 

recite the Qur‟ān excessively), “Wallāh,I know that you people have heard this tale 

(so many times) that it has now settled in your hearts and you have believed it. If I 

say to you that I am innocent – and Allah knows that I am innocent – you will not 

believe me, and if I admit to it – whereas Allah knows that I am innocent – you 

will believe me. Wallāh I do not find any example of me and you except the 

statement of the father of Yūsuf “So patience is most fitting.”  

 

 A Great Reward after Immense Pain   

 

Thereafter, I turned around and to lay on my bed, knowing that I was innocent and 

Allah will reveal my innocence. Wallāh, I did not have the slightest hope that 

Allah would reveal revelation that will be recited regarding my matter. I regarded 

myself far too inferior for Allah to speak in the recited revelation regarding me. 

My expectation was that Rasūlullāh (saw) would see a dream in which Allah 

would declare my innocence.  

 

Wallāh, Rasulullāh (saw) did not stand, nor did anybody from the family leave 

until revelation descend upon him. After the revelation stopped, he smiled and the 

first words that he said was: 

 يب عبئشت امب و هللا لقد برأك هللا

O ʿĀ‟ishah, listen! Wallāh, Allah has declared your innocence! 

 

My mother said, „Stand up and go to him.‟ I retorted, “Wallāh, I will not stand to 

go to him, and I will not praise anyone besides Allah.”  



Allah revealed, “Indeed, those who came with the slander are a group among 

you.”
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 Ten verses (were revealed).
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 One of these verses were: 

الخبيثبث للخبيثيه و الخبيثىن للخبيثبث و الطيببث للطيبيه و الطيبىن للطيببث أولئل مبرؤون ممب 

 يقىلىن لهم مغفرة و رزق مريم

Unchaste women are for unchaste men and unchaste men are for unchaste 

women. (Similarly) chaste women are for chaste men and chaste men are for 

unchaste women. Such people are free from what they (the slanderers) say 

about them. For them is forgiveness and noble sustenance.
5
  

 

 

 History Repeats Itself 

 

The present-day enemies of Islām and those who have fallen prey to their 

propaganda wish to emulate Ibn Salūl in the manner in which he caused pain to 

Rasūlullāh (saw). Thus, we find the tafsīr books of the Shīʿah
6
 differing as far as 

these verses were revealed. Some hesitantly admit that they refer to ʿĀ‟ishah (ra), 

whilst others produce a tale regarding Māriyah Qibṭiyyah (ra), in which the 

integrity and judgment of Rasūlullāh (saw), ʿAlī (ra) as well as ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) is 

insulted. This is no occasion to discuss the paucity of their claims. We will suffice 

upon the statement that ʿĀ‟ishah (ra) made regarding their predecessors who 

slandered her: 

 

 فهلل مه هلل

Thereupon, some were destroyed (by starting and spreading the slander). 

 

If that is not enough, we present the words of Rasulullāh (saw): 

 و هللا مب علمج على أهلى اال خيرا  

By the oath of Allah, I do not know except virtue regarding my family. 

 

                                                           
3
 Sūrah al-Nūr: 11 

4
 Taken from al-Bukhārī 

5
 Sūrah al-Nūr: 26 

6
 For more information on the true academic nature of Shīʿah literature, visit www.mahajjah.com  


