
HAZRAT FATIMA (R.A.) AND PURDAH 

Hazrat Fatima (R.A.) was asked: "What is the best thing for women?" She replied. "Neither they 
see men nor men see them." The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) liked this answer very much and invoked 
many blessings upon her. 

A canopy over a woman's bier and the four-dimensional covering over the grave at the time of 
burial is a practice sanctioned by Hazrat Sayyidah Fathima (R.A.). She had willed at the lime of 
her death that her bier should be covered so that strangers might not know her height, stature and 
the size of her body; because of her innate modesty, she did not tolerate that the people should 
know even this much, though her body, after death, would be in shroud; 
moreover, a dead body is no more an object of sensual passion, and the participants in the funeral 
are also, at that time, dispirited and overcome with the fear of Allah. Such was the state of the 
natural bashfulness and modesty of the Holy Prophet's |S.A.W.) daughter, Hazrat Fatima (R.A-); 
whereas the women of this period, wearing half-sleeved (and sleeveless), low-cut frocks, rather 
half-naked in gossamery clothes, some to them wearing saris, well-adorned, powdered and 
perfumed, bareheaded and bare-faced go about displaying their charm and comeliness to 
menfolk in bazaars, fairs, cinema-houses, promenades and parks! How aptly the Holy Prophet 
(S.A.W.) had said: "There are many women who are ostensibly dressed but are, in fad, naked; 
they are very proficient in attracting others to themselves and in being attracted to others; such 
are the women who will be deprived of the fragrance of Paradise." And how well the late Akbar 
has said: 

"Yesterday when he happened to see certain ladies without purdah, Akbar got almost interred in 
the earth due to communal sense of shame. When he inquired of them what happened to their 
veil, they replied: 'It has fallen over the men's intellect!" 

Women should not come out on roads, because their stirring out is considered an act of 
shamelessness- Hence it is necessary for a man to prevent his wife from going out; he should not 
permit her to go out save in certain special conditions; for visiting pa rents, for inquiring after 
their health and to condole the death of either or both; i.e., to go to console and sympathise with 
parents if an affliction has befallen them, or to meet such relatives who are consanguinary (like 
sister, brother, paternal or maternal uncle). If a woman is a mid-wife or a bather of dead bodies, 
or she has a claim upon others or others have a claim upon her, then she may go out with or 
without permission; but, excepting the above-mentioned duties, she should not be allowed to go 
out to meet, or in quire after the health of others, or to attend a marriage feast of strangers. If he 
permitted her and she went, both would be at fault. Sometimes silence also amounts to tacit 
permission; this kind of silence is equal to verbal permission. Since it is obligatory to forbid an 
evil act, this obligatory duty is missed by being silent and to omit such duty is a sin. 

(MaJalisu'l-Abrar, majlis 98, p.522). 

'Allamah Shaykh Ibn Humam (R.A.) says that if a woman is permitted to go to a pi ace it is on 
the condition that she should not go unveiled and with make-up but she may go in such changed 
appearance that men are not inclined to set eyes upon her, because Allah the Most High says: 
"Bedizen not yourselves with the bedizenment of the Time of Ignorance." (Ibid.. p. 563, also p. 
568). 

The Holy Prophet's (S.A.W.) Companions (P.B.u.h. used to plug up holes rn the walls and bolt 
windows of their houses so that women might not peep at men, 

(Ibid.. majlis 98, p. 568). 
 
 


